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are reported. In these cases the action is slow, so that for speedy relief other 
remedies must be resorted to. It can be stated, however, that it can be 
administered for neuralgias and habitual headaches for a long time without 
injury to the stomach.— Corre*pondenzblatt fur Schweizer Aerzle, 1893, No. 18, 
S. 609. 


The Treatment of Diarruiea. 

Dr. Alois Pick believes that opium plays a great rOle in the treatment 
Next come the bismuth preparations, and especially the salicylate, at first 
in large doses in order that the powder may form a protective coating to the 
alimentary canal. In stomach disturbances, alum can be used with advan¬ 
tage. Tannin is seldom employed on account of its disordering the stomach. 
Sometimes the iron preparations are useful. The use of Glauber salts, as 
recommended by Trousseau, may be begun by the UBe of two and one-half¬ 
drachm doses, dissolved in water, and continued for one or two weeks in one- 
half the dose. In many chronic cases a preliminary emptying of the bowels, 
followed by styptic treatment, is necessary. In diarrhoea secondary to con¬ 
stipation, to strengthen the intestinal muscles, massage, electricity, and cold- 
water cures may be indicated. In nervous diarrhoea (of women), the electri¬ 
cal treatment with galvanism, or a strong faradic current, is valuable in 
diminishing the increased excitability of the intestines.— Cenlralblaft fur die 
gesammte Therapie, 1893, Heft 24, S. 578. 


The Absorption of Salicylic Acid by the Skin. 

Dr. Bourget reports nineteen cases of inflammatory rheumatism treated 
exclusively by external use of salicylic acid, and he concludes that it is 
absorbed in a sufficiently large quantity from the skin for a rapid and perhaps 
for a more rapid cure than when given by the mouth. It suppresses the 
pain with surprising rapidity, diminishes the swelling, and the fever gradu¬ 
ally falls. The ointment containing the drug is applied over the circum¬ 
ference of the affected joints, and the limb is covered with a flannel bandage. 
The urine for the twenty-four hours was carefully collected and examined 
to determine the presence of the remedy. The following conclusions are 
presented: 1. The absorption of the salicylic acid by the skin is rapid and 
marked. The skin of the young absorbs better than that of old subjects, of 
blondes better than brunettes. 2. The rapidity and intensity of absorption 
depends upon the vehicle in which it is dissolved. Fatty bodies are the only 
ones which allow the greatest penetration, while with vaselin or glycerin 
it is absent or slight. 3. The treatment of acute articular rheumatism with 
a terebinth!nated salicylic ointment is strongly recommended. 4. This oint¬ 
ment is less efficacious‘in other forms of rheumatism, but it may be of assist¬ 
ance in the treatment of these affections by massage. 5. It has no value in 
gonorrhoeal rheumatism. The formula recommended is: Salicylic acid, 
essence of turpentine and lanolin, of each ten parts, of lard one hundred 
parts. The amount of salicylic acid which is eliminated by way of the urine 
in twenty-four hours varies from three to nine grains.— Revue Medicale de la 
Suttee Romande, 1893, No. 9, p. 567. 
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Salipyrin IN AmENOBRH(EA. 

Dr. Horatio R. Bigelow reports an instance where, after two fifteen- 
grain doses with an interval of two hours, a facial neuralgia disappeared and 
menstruation was established. Zurhelle has found that this remedy is more 
efficient than ergot, hut points out that it is contra-indicated in certain 
pathological changes of the uterus. Many neuralgic women are deficient 
menstruators and menstruate painfully. In administering to the diseased 
nervous centres, or to an impaired circulation, you restore the monthly 
function to normal. Too much blood, unhealthy blood, anmmia, predispose 
to neuralgia, and disturb the menstrual function. A rheumatic, neuralgic 
gouty, or malarious individual never performs these functions satisfactorily. 
The uterus is quite rarely at fault; the impaired nerve nutrition must be 
attended to. For the same reason that salipyrin will cure neuralgia, it will 
also cure amenorrhcea; it addresses itself to nutrition. The treatment by 
salipyrin was continued for two weeks, in the same dose, given three times 
daily. The sleep was undisturbed, appetite was improved, and the relief of 
both amenorrhcea and the neuralgia was complete .—Notes on New Remedies 
1893, No. 5, p. 66. 

The Sedative Action of Duboisine in Continued Doses in 
Insanity. 

Dr. E. Marandon de Montyel, in his service at Ville-Evraud, has 
administered this remedy as a sedative in continued doses during the day to 
thirty-five patients. The results have been marvellous, and in cases of 
agitation it often changes violent excitement into a perfect tranquillity. 
Unlike hyoscine, it does not paralyze the voluntary muscles, nor does it, like 
somnal, narcotize the patient. Its action is not immediate, for it may not be 
complete until the second, sometimes until the third day. When Its effect 
has been obtained it persists quite regularly, so that ordinarily the patients 
do not experience regularly good and bad days. Further, it frequently 
happens that the improvement may continue for several days after the cessa¬ 
tion of the medicine, and a period of calm, more or less prolonged, may be 
established. An important fact in its administration is, that when once a 
tolerance is established the patients ordinarily fail to be influenced by the 
drug, no matter how large the dose, and the marvellous sedation of the first 
days cannot again be obtained. The dose employed has been from one-thirty- 
second to one-sixth of a grain, in two equal portions at nine in the morning 
and at three in the afternoon, the patients receiving their food at seven and 
eleven in the morning and at five in the afternoon. The remedy appears to 
have an unfavorable action upon nutrition .—Archives de Neurologie, 1893 
No. 79, p. 211. 


The Action of Tbional. 

Dr. Oscar Collatz reports the result of the use of this drug as a hypnotic 
in sixty-six cases of insanity, generally in fifteen- to thirty-grain doses. It 
does not interfere with either the circulation nor the respiration, and the 
digestion is not impaired. Albumin is not found in the urine, nor are blood- 
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corpuscles nor evidence of blood-coloring matter present. The condition of 
the blood, even after several weeks' use of the remedy is normal. Although 
it is free from injurious after-effects, even after long-continued use, it is 
not an absolutely reliable remedy.— Berliner Hiniscke Wochenschri/t, 1893 
No. 40, S. 9G6. 

The Untoward Effects of Antipyrin, Acetanilide, and 
P flENACETIN. 

Dr. D. R. Paterson, from a study of the reports of twenty-five physicians 
to the South Wales Branch of the British Medical Association, presents the 
following conclusions: Antipyrin. Large doses depress the nervous system, 
positive results varying from an unpleasant diaphoresis to severe collapse. 
Moat of them may be referred to the action on the nervous system, producing 
exhaustion and collapse following the fall of temperature; and there may be 
disturbance of the circulation for the same reason, or secondarily from the 
effect on the blood-corpuscles and the production of methiemoglobimemia. 
Other symptoms, such as affections of the skin and pronounced psychical dis¬ 
turbance, are more rare. Minor degrees of depression are represented by 
unpleasant diaphoresis, which may be so profuse as to prostrate the patient 
temporarily. Continued use of even small doses not infrequently leads to a 
condition in which the patient complains of having lost his energy, is dis¬ 
inclined to exert himself and becomes depressed mentally; in short, there is 
established an antipyrin habit Blueness of the lips and face is one of the 
concurrent untoward effects, varying from that which is first perceptible to a 
deep cyanosis with profound collapse. Acetanilide has been very early 
abandoned by many practitioners because of the frequent onset of symp¬ 
toms of intoxication and the alarming appearance which they sometimes 
assume. The consensus of opinion is that symptoms of depression and col¬ 
lapse are more readily produced and are more marked than with the other 
drug; and this may be explained by the fall of temperature being greater 
and more rapid. Most of the reports mention cyanosis, and to a greater degree 
than after antipyrin. Anaemia may be induced by its continued use and 
become a grave condition. Phcnacetin is more free from ill effects than 
either of the other two substances. Its depressant action on the nervous 
system and heart is manifest only when very large doses are given, small 
amounts, taken frequently, being borne without ill effects. It is not, however 
absolutely free from unpleasant consequences. Eisenhart reports a case 
which presented the symptoms of palpitation, oppression, dulness of hearing, 
then nausea and vomiting. With the onset of sickness all traces of intoxi¬ 
cation vanished, and the patient felt well. Skin eruptions, chiefly urticarial, 
are said to be met with.— The Practitioner , 1893, No. 304, p. 241. 

The Action of Strontium upon Renal Parenchyma. 

Doit. Cesare Falcone notes the observation of Malbec, that the kidneys 
of a dog which had received the nitrate for nearly a month did not show 
any anatomical changes, although the liver contained a notable quantity of 
strontium. On the other hand, a dog which had taken the neutral tartrate for 
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more than a hundred days, on necropsy was shown to have a certain degree of 
renal congestion. Experiments with the lactate (dogs) show that there is a 
gradual but clearly marked diminution in the amount of urine passed. On the 
thirteenth day a trace of albumin appeared, and ten days later the amount 
could be readily determined, and the increase was continued until a large 
percentage was reached. The urobilin steadily increased in amount until, at 
the fourteenth day, there was a true urobilinuria. Microscopical examination 
of the urine showed granular and hyaline cast3 and red blood-globules. All 
of the facts point to an irritative process going on in the kidneys. Careful 
microscopical examination of the kidneys, after removal by necropsy, demon¬ 
strates beyond doubt that this remedy in long-continued administration pro¬ 
duces an initial form of nephritis.— La Riforma Medica , 1893, No. 205, p. 651. 

The Treatment of Secondary Syphilides. 

Dr. Alfred Fournier believes that mercury is the specific par excellence 
in the treatment of these conditions. On the contrary, potassium iodide 
exercises an influence infinitely les3 potent. Of the mercurials he prefers, as 
most certain and efficacious, the sublimate and the protiodide; the former 
being especially reserved for tertiary manifestations, while the protiodide 
is better adapted for the conditions under discussion. The dose should be 
average ones, and indeed active, as one and a half grains for a man, a quarter 
of a grain less for a woman. Although in these conditions choice can be 
made between exclusively general and local treatment, reliance should be 
placed chiefly upon the former, although both are useful. The general 
treatment is directed not only to the lesion but to the disease as well; it 
for the present cures and for the future is a safeguard. If the general treat¬ 
ment alone suffices it is useless to impose upon the patient the external 
treatment. If in certain forms the internal treatment is impotent to cure 
rapidly, then external methods can be resorted to for relief, and to destroy 
at the same time the active centres of contagion.— Revue generate de Clinique 
et de Therapeutique, 1893, No. 35, p. 545. 

The Comparative Action of Iodoform upon the Staphylococcus 
and upon the Blood Corpuscles. 

Dr. E. Maurel has attempted to reconcile the contradictory views held 
by biologists and clinicians concerning iodoform. It was found that the drug 
is not poisonous for leucocytes, but, on the contrary, their activity is increased 
in a manner proportional to the dose employed. But at the same time there 
is the same action upon them as in febrile temperatures, a compensation be¬ 
tween the activity and the longevity of the leucocytes—one can only increase 
at the expense of the other. Even in large doses the drug is without action 
upon the red blood-corpuscles. So far as the drug acts upon the staphylo¬ 
coccus, the conclusion which has been reached by many other experimenters 
is-now confirmed that it does not sensibly modify the reproductivity of the 
staphylococcus. When, at the same time, both the staphylococcus and the 
blood corpuscles are placed under the influence of iodoform, it has been 
found: 1. That it attenuates the virulence of the staphylococcus. 2. The 



